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A.F. Chestnut - Honored Life Member 
By: Jenny Shinn 

Alphonse (Al) F. Chestnut was born in Stoughton, Massachusetts on November 20, 1917 to 
parents of Lithuanian descent. The first in his family to go to college, he graduated from the 
College of William and Mary in 1941, where he played basketball and football as an All-
American, which led to his later induction into the Athletic Hall of Fame. He worked summers 
for the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Chesapeake Corp. of Virginia as an oyster 
biologist. He remained at W&M after graduation to coach freshman football, but soon received 
the offer of a graduate assistantship at Rutgers University, where he received his MS (1943) 
and PhD (1949) in zoology. He was a research associate at the Rutgers Oyster Research 
Laboratory, and then moved to The University of North Carolina Institute of Marine Sciences 
in Morehead City where he ultimately served as director from 1955-1980. During this time, he 
was also a professor of zoology. He served North Carolina on its Marine Fisheries Commission 
until 1985 and its Marine Science Council until 1989. He was active in regional fisheries 
management as well, serving for an extended period on the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission and on the South Atlantic Fisheries Management Council. 

Chestnut held nearly every position on the executive board of the National Shellfisheries Association at one time or another 
including, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice-president, and finally, President from 1953-1955. Chestnut was awarded an Honored Life 
Member to NSA in 1980. Involved in many other professional activities, he was also on the Editorial Board of Chesapeake Science, 
1960-61. He was the host of the first AERS meeting in 1949 in Beaufort, NC, and a member of the AERS Board as Secretary-
Treasurer from 1952-53. He was awarded Honorary Membership in 1981, and was a featured speaker at the AERS 50 th Anniversary. 
Chestnut was a guest lecturer at seven colleges and universities in North Carolina and Mississippi, including Belhaven University, 
where his son would become a tenured professor many years later.   

I had the pleasure of speaking with Chestnut’s son, Al, to gather personal details about his father for this biography. Chestnut was 
married to his wife, Janet Wood Chestnut for 58 years and had three sons. Al, who followed in his Dad’s footsteps as a biology 
professor, emphasized the strong role his father played in his community. He was chairman of both the Morehead City School Board 
(1955-1960) and Carteret County Board of Education (1961-1966) in Morehead City, NC. Furthermore, Chestnut was awarded an 
Outstanding Citizen Award by the N.C. Education Association in 1968. He was a devoted husband, father, and active member of his 
church serving as an elder for many years.  He died April 18, 2001 at the age of 83.  

Partial Bibliography (see website for further publications): 

Chestnut, A.F. 1941. Late summer and early fall spawning of oysters and its relation to sets of 
commercial oysters.  Proceedings of the National Shellfisheries Association: 37-40. 

Nelson, T.C., and Chestnut, A.F. 1944. Some observations on the transplantation of two weeks old set 
and of older oysters Ostrea.  Proceedings of the National Shellfisheries Association, 3 p. 

Chestnut, A.F. 1946. Some observations on the feeding of oysters with special reference to the tide. 
Proceedings of the National Shellfisheries Association: 22-27. 

Loosanoff, V.L., and Chestnut, A.F. 1948. Crabs as destroyers of oysters.  Oyster Institute of North 
America, Trade Report No. 98.  December 6: 1-2. 

Chestnut, A.F. 1950. The use of a fathometer for surveying shellfish areas. Science, 111(2894): 667. 

Chestnut, A.F. 1950. Studies on the digestive system of the oyster Ostrea. Proceedings of the National Shellfisheries Association: 11-15. 

Chestnut, A.F. and Fahy, W. 1952. Studies of the setting intensity of oysters in Bogue Sound North Carolina. Proceedings of the National 
Shellfisheries Association, 49-59. 

Chestnut, A.F. and Fahy, W. 1953. Studies on the vertical distribution of setting of oysters in North Carolina. Proceedings of the Gulf and 
Caribbean Fisheries Institute, 5: 106. 

Chestnut, A.F, Fahy, W.E., and Porter, H.J. 1957. Growth of young Venus mercenaria, Venus campechiensis, and their hybrids.  Proceedings of 
the National Shellfisheries Association, 47: 50-56. 

Porter, H.J., and Chestnut, A.F. 1960. The offshore clam fishery in North Carolina.  Proceedings of the National Shellfisheries Association, 51: 67-
73. 

Schwartz, F.J., and Chestnut, A.F. 1974. Biological Investigations of Noxious Coelenterates and Ctenophores in Coastal North Carolina. Special 
Scientific Report. Issue 27.  North Carolina Division of Commercial and Sport Fisheries. Institute of Marine Sciences, University of North 
Carolina: 60 p. 

Chestnut, A.F. 1974. Oyster reefs.  Chapter 5. In: Odum, H.T., Copeland, B.J., and McMahan, E.A. (Eds). Coastal Ecological Systems of the 
United States. Volume 2. The Conservation Foundation, Washington D.C.: 171-203. 

A special thank you to Vic Kennedy and A.P. (Al) Chestnut, and Kerry Irish of UNC for supplying much of this story. 


