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NSA Pacific Coast Section News 
As warmer weather arrives and 
low tides switch to daylight 
hours, the NSA-PCS and the 
Pacific Coast Shellfish 
Growers Association (PCSGA) 
are busy planning our annual 
Conference and Tradeshow, 
which will be held at the Hilton 
Hotel Vancouver, Washington 
from September 8-11, 2025 
(https://pcsga.org/annual-
conferences/annual-conference-

registration/).  The agenda will be full of great presentations 
and exciting sessions and workshops including Women in 
Aquaculture, Climate Change, Population Genetics, and 
How to Fix a Small Engine in the Field.   

SUBMIT YOUR ABSTRACT NOW (http://pcsga.org/
annual-conferences/abstract-login).  The abstract deadline is 
May 30, 2025. There is student support available 
(registration, banquet dinner, accommodation, and travel) if 
you are presenting, along with the opportunity to win 
$200.00 and a free one-year membership to the NSA for the 
Best Student Presentation.   

Attention students doing research on the Pacific coast: the 
Ken Chew Research Student Research Grant ($1,200) award 
supports a student-directed project, or extension of a project, 
that is associated with their graduate studies (thesis or 
dissertation). Funds can be used towards research expenses 
(e.g. supplies, sample processing, cost of travel to/from 
research site). Students who receive the Ken Chew Research 
Grant are expected to present results of their research at the 
following NSA-PCS/PCSGA annual shellfish conference. 
The application deadline is August 1st.  Reach out to Laura 
Spencer (lhs3@uw.ed) or Maddie Hicks 
(mhicks@swinomish.nsn.us) with questions on student 
support or the Chew Research Grant. You can find more 
information at: https://pcsga.org/2023-kenneth-k-chew-
student-research-grant. 

The NSA-PCS website (https://www.shellfish.org/pacific-
coast-secton) and Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/pages/Pacific-Coast-Section-of-the -
National-Shellfisheries-Association/1438569826443936) are 
your best resources for news and information about the 
Pacific Coast Section. Please join our community online.  

I look forward to seeing you in Vancouver, WA. Watch for 
more details, but until then, have a fun and safe spring/
summer, and be kind to each other. 

Sandy Zeiner 
Pacific Coast Section 
Chair  

2025 NSA Resolutions 
Each year, the NSA recognizes individuals for special 
contributions to the society in the form of Resolutions. Each 
begins with the same introduction:   

This year, the following Resolutions were presented. 

Whereas, the National Shellfisheries Association, Inc. (NSA) is a 
Not-for Profit Corporation, and Whereas, members serve as 
officers and committee members on a voluntary basis, Be It 
Resolved that on the 8th of March, 2025, the National 
Shellfisheries Association formally recognizes and thanks: 

• Michael J. Oesterling for his decades of outstanding efforts
on behalf of the shellfish industry to promote shellfish
farmers and farming interests, develop bipartisan legislation,
non-profit advocacy organizations, and government
organizations; for his diehard support of the NSA and
especially students; for sharing his knowledge and
experience freely and generously – always with a sense of
humor.

• The Sheridan Press for their 39th year of outstanding service
and collaboration publishing the Journal of Shellfish
Research. Joyce Coulter, Susan Parente, Cindy Fullerton,
and Jeannie McKenney make production of the JSR almost
effortless, and their efforts are gratefully acknowledged and
appreciated.

• Melissa Southworth and Peter Kingsley-Smith for their
years of dedication and careful attention to detail, coupled
with patience and accommodating attitudes, as they oversaw
the successful execution of Student Endowment Fund
awards and Travel Grants.

• Michael Rubino as he retires from NOAA after decades of
service to the aquaculture industry.  His efforts on behalf of
the shellfish industry including establishment of the National
Shellfish Initiative and the Seafood Strategy Implementation
Plan, and to promotion of the role of science as a
fundamental tenet in that development, and his continuous
and generous support of the NSA, guarantee his legacy will
continue, and the shellfish industry will reap the benefits of
his efforts for years to come.

• John Cooksey and Noah Cooksey for their continuing
efforts to ensure a successful conference, and as advocates
for the aquaculture industry. Their oversight and attention to
detail are legendary, and make the final show appear
seamless – and always with smiles!

• Christopher Puttock, Acacia Alcivar-Warren, the
FUCOBI Foundation, and Rotary International for their
generous continued support of the NSA, and especially the
engagement of students from underrepresented communities
globally.

• BioOne the non-profit publisher, which has been a major
contributor to the expansion of the online reach and
readership of the Journal of Shellfish Research over the last
19 years. Their continued enthusiastic support is gratefully
acknowledged.

• Paul Zajicek for his outstanding efforts on behalf of the
aquaculture industry including support of shellfish farmers
and farming interests, advice and leadership at the National
level, for his enthusiastic support of the NSA, his
collaboration on Triennial conferences, and for sharing his
knowledge and experience freely and generously with all
constituents.
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Paul Galtsoff Industry Award 
Andrew Jeffs, University of Auckland, New Zealand 

Andrew Jeffs was presented with the Paul Galtsoff Industry Award in recognition of his 
contributions to the knowledge of the life histories, ecology, biology, and husbandry of 
numerous species which have been key in the development of aquaculture of molluscs, 
crustaceans, and echinoderms in southeast Asia, the United States, the South Pacific, and 
Chile, as well as his native New Zealand. 

Professor Jeffs’ early work on the ecological role of underwater sound was ground breaking 
and inspired by his fascination with the crayfish lifecycle.  During his postdoctoral time, the 
University of Auckland, the New Zealand National Institute of Weather and Atmosphere 
(NIWA) was interested in farming crayfish, which led to his position as General Manager of 
aquaculture and marine biotechnology.  His work was instrumental in the development of 
aquaculture research capabilities for New Zealand, including the establishment Bream Bay 
Aquaculture Park, which remains the largest aquaculture research facility in New Zealand.  

He was Chief Scientist for Darden Aquafarms for a decade where he was involved with the 
research and commercialization of spiny lobster aquaculture in Australia, Malaysia, and New Zealand.  His research on the 
unusual larval biology of spiny lobsters not only helped to better understand the recruitment processes in these species, but 
also offered practical solutions for enhancing lobster farming efficiency. The success of this research initiative has resulted in 
the emergence of the first commercial-scale larval culture of spiny lobsters in the world.   

Returning to the University of Auckland as a Professor, Andrew’s collaborations used robust science to address the critical 
bottlenecks for the aquaculture and fishing industries. What began as a community-led idea in the Hauraki Gulf has now 
expanded across Aotearoa and even internationally. His extensive research on the biology of mussel spat has been a key driver 
in the New Zealand Greenshell mussel industry and a key architect of their R&D sector.  Projects ranged from exploring the 
fundamental ecology of juvenile bivalves harvested for commercial ranching to novel husbandry systems.  He helped initiate 
the largest mussel reef restoration program in the world, and continues to work with marine reserves around the New Zealand 
coast. 

Over the last decade, Andrew has focused on working with local indigenous stakeholders (Māori tribes) in New Zealand 
restoring lost, or depleted shellfish programs in the Hauraki Gulf and Te Tau Ihu (Top of the South), with well over 300 tonnes 
of live mussels installed into coastal habitats for restoration and ecosystem health.  Andrew was pivotal in bringing together 
tribes, industry, and government to collaborate in shellfish restoration that enhanced the vitality of those significant bodies of 
water.  Andrew’s aptitude for good communication stems from his formative years as an environmental journalist for the New 
Zealand Herald, where he reported extensively on marine and environmental science. His ability to communicate outcomes 
succinctly was instrumental in building and managing strong working relationships with the community.  He recently co-led a 
research project with tribal partners to apply indigenous knowledge to the nursery rearing of juvenile mussels to supply tribally
-owned commercial mussel farming operations.

Since 2020, Andrew has led high impact research for The Nature 
Conservancy investigating the habitat effects of kelp and mussel-kelp co-
culture in New Zealand.  It was established under this project that fish 
recruited into mussel and mussel–kelp co-culture systems and increased 
understanding of the ecosystem services associated with aquaculture and 
design a system that can be beneficial for nature. 

During his tenure at the University of Auckland, Andrew has maintained 
his standing as an excellent educator and scientist.  He has fostered 
extensive international collaborations, published over 300 scientific papers 
with more than 120 co-authors, has been cited over 11,500 times, and has 
supervised more than 50 Ph.D. students.  Andrew has focused on bridging 
the disconnects between research providers and the ‘real world’ needs of 
marine farmers, fishers, and resource managers.  He seeks input from 
industry members on research priorities and engages them in his research 
efforts. 

Andrew is currently a Professor of Marine Science at Waipapa Taumata 
Rau, the University of Auckland, where he continues his research 
supporting aquaculture, fisheries, reef ecology, and student development.  

Congratulations, Andrew! 


