2021 NSA Student Research Awards

Treasurer’s Report (FY 2020)
The most recent completed fiscal year
(FY) for NSA was from October 1, 2019
through September 30, 2020, which
encompassed the cancelled meeting
scheduled for Baltimore, MD. Revenues
and expenses were $363,855.40 and
$411,033.00,
respectively,
which
resulted in a net loss of $47,177.60. This
was due, in part, to no revenues being
realized from the Annual Meeting, but
incurring some fixed costs in organizing
the meeting. Total end of FY assets were $560,815.96, which
included $154,732.09 in the Student Endowment Fund. We still
maintain assets above the prior 10-year average annual
expenses of $291,101.04, which the Executive Committee
recommends for maintaining association security for
unanticipated events, such as last year. Thank you to all those
members that contributed to the Student Endowment Fund even
without the auction and meeting.

Thank you to the students who applied for research awards this
year. These competitive grants provide $1250 in support
funding earmarked for student research projects as well as for
the Outstanding Student Paper published in the JSR.
The Melbourne R. Carriker Award supports
a student research project in any topic of
shellfisheries. The 2021 Carriker Award
was awarded to Tyler Griffin, University of
Connecticut, for his research on “Functional
analysis of the bivalve gut microbiome:
experimental perturbations and contribution
to detoxification of pesticides”.
The George R. Abbe Award for student
research is an award devoted to the area of
crustacean
biology
and
fisheries
management. Winning this year was
Mingli Zhao, University of Maryland
Baltimore County, for her proposal,
“Assessing the potential for interstate blue
crab imports to introduce crab pathogens
into new ecosystems”.

Lastly, on behalf of the NSA, I would like to acknowledge and
offer our sincere thanks to Linda Kallansrude (Secretariat) for
her many years of service and her efforts on behalf of the NSA.
We wish her well in her retirement.

The Michael Castagna Award for student
research is an award devoted to the area of
applied shellfisheries. Winning this year was
Elizabeth Bouchard, Rutgers University, for
her proposal entitled, “The effect of oyster
aquaculture on the distribution of horseshoe
crab eggs in Delaware Bay and its
implications for the threatened rufa red
knot”.

Jay Parsons

NEW DATES

Judging of the Sandra E. Shumway Award
for Outstanding Student Paper published in
the Journal of Shellfish Research has
specific selection and evaluation criteria:
(1) The lead author must have been a
student when the work was completed, (2)
the paper must present the student’s work,
not that of a co-author, (3) it will be
evaluated on the quality of science and writing, and (4) the
importance of the work to the field of shellfish research. A
panel of judges evaluated 23 papers, and the award was
presented to Elizabeth Underwood for her manuscript:

http://www.internationalpectinidworkshop.org

Underwood, E., Darden., T.L., O’Donnell, T.P., and KingsleySmith, P.K. 2019. Population genetic structure and diversity of
the invasive island apple snail Pomacea maculata (Perry, 1810)
in South Carolina and Georgia. Journal of Shellfish Research,
38(1): 163 – 175.
Thank you, again, to all the students for submitting their
proposals and for the reviewers for evaluating each these
proposals and student papers so thoughtfully.
Application deadline is November 1, 2021.
Start planning now! Details are available at www.shellfish.org.
Steven Allen
Senior Past-President
Submit a photo wearing your NSA t-shirt to
newsletter@shellfish.org to be featured in a future issue.
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