DANIEL BRANCH QUAYLE
(1913-1993)

Daniel (Dan) Branch Quayle. a recognized world authority in the field of molluscan biology and bivalve culture, passed away
October 19, 1993, at his home in Nanaimo, British Columbia. He was 80 years old.

Dan was bom in the U.K. in 1913 but the family emigrated to Canada when he was three years old and settled in Ladysmith, British
Columbia, where his father worked in the local coal mines. Dan received his elementary and secondary education in Ladysmith. He
undoubtedly developed his love for the marine environment at an early age as he played around the shores of Ladysmith Harbour. One
note in his C.V. includes the notation, **1929—coal miner (stimulus to Academe).”

In 1929 Dan attended the Provincial Normal School in Victoria. British Columbia, graduating as a teacher in 1930, He taught for
three years, 1930-34, in the Michel-Natal area in southeastern British Columbia. He continued to maintain a love of young people and
teaching for the rest of his life

His love of the sea brought him back to the coast and in 1934 he returned to Vancouver where he enrolled in the University of British
Columbia receiving his B.A. degree in Zoology in 1937. During this period he worked as a summer student under the direction of Dr.
C. R. Elsey and began his life-long interest and association with oysters. In 1936 Dan assisted Dr. Elsey with studies of Pacific oyster,
Crassostrea gigas, breeding in Ladysmith Harbour. A large general breeding occurred in Ladysmith Harbour that year and in 1937, Dr.
Elsey and Dan took juveniles from this set and planted them in isolated inlets along the west coast of Vancouver Island. Offspring from
these plantings still remain in these inlets. Dan undertook his M. A. degree in Zoology under Dr. MacLean-Fraser at U.B.C., recerving
his degree in 1938

In 1938 he joined the staff of the Fisheries Research Board of Canada at the Pacific Biological Station in Nanaimo. This was the
beginning of his life-long association with this Station that spanned a period of 55 years. He assumed responsibility for the molluscan
research program and began an investigation of molluscan shellfish resources in the Province. Although his work focused on molluscan
resources that could support commercial fisheries he began studies of the invertebrate fauna and ecology of marine invertebrates that
would continue for the rest of his life.

In 1941 he joined the Royal Canadian Air Force and became a navigator in an elite pathtinder squadron. He was shot down over
Germany and was a prisoner of war for 1.5 years.

At the end of the Second World War in 1945 he returned for a brief period to the Pacific Biological Station, assuming responsibility
for the molluscan shellfish research program. He left shortly after to undertake his PhD degree at the University of Glasgow under the
direction of Sir C. M. Yonge, receiving his degree in 19438

After receiving his PhD degree, Dan returned to British Columbia but went to work for the British Columbia Provincial Department
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of Fisheries as Director of Biological Services. He built a small laboratory at Ladysmith and commenced extensive studies on oysters
and oyster culture in British Columbia. During this period he worked closely with industry, pioneering culture methods to improve oyster
production. He continued to maintain a close association with people in the industry, not only in British Columbia but elsewhere, for
the rest of his life.

From 1956-1957, Dan was Director of Fisheries for the Province of British Columbia.

In 1957 Dan left the Provincial government and British Columbia and went to the United States where he worked from 1957-1958
as a technical advisor to the Coast Oyster Company in South Bend, Washington and then as a Technical Advisor to a Chesapeake Bay
oyster consortium in Virginia,

In 1958 he returned to the Pacific Biological Station and continued his lifetime study of the ecology of marine invertebrates of British
Columbia until his retirement in March 1973. During this period he undertook extensive research on marine invertebrate populations
along the coast and became recognized as a world authority in the field. He mamtamned a keen interest in a wide range of marine
invertebrate subjects and published numerous scientific and semi scientific papers. Dan’s close association with the industry continued
and during this period he published his book, “*Pacific Oyster Culture in British Columbia™, which became a standard text for oyster
culture, particularly for the west coast of North America. Much of the success of the British Columbia oyster industry is due to the efforts
of Dan Quayle.

After his retirement in 1973, Dan became a consultant for Canadian Overseas Aid organizations; Canadian International Develop-
ment Agency (CIDA), International Development Research Centre (IDRC), and Canadian Executive Services Overseas (CESO). This
work took him to developing countries throughout the world where he assisted in the development of shellfish culture industries. Results
of this work resulted in various publications which served as texts for bivalve culture in developing countries. He also taught courses
on oyster culture at Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia.

When not involved in overseas consulting, Dan continued as an active volunteer research worker at the Pacific Biological Station
from the time of his retirement until shortly before his death. When he was in Nanaimo he was at the Station almost daily. He continued
with studies of marine invertebrates and in particular on molluscs and bivalve culture and published widely. He undertook a major
revision of his **Pacific Oyster Culture in British Columbia’ publication which appeared in 1988. Shortly before his death he completed
a major work on Wood Borers in British Columbia. He was an inspiration to the staff of the Pacific Biological Station and was highly
respected for his never ending quest for knowledge. Dan was a kind and patient person and always had time to talk with younger staff
members and give them the benefit of his long years of experience.

Three marine invertebrates were named in honour of Dan. The shrimp, Quayle’s spinytail, Svstellaspis brauert, a hermit crab,
Pagarus quavlet and a bivalve, Lyonsiella quaviei.

In 1989 the University of Victoria awarded him an honourary LLD degree in recognition of his work in the field of marine
invertebrates and molluscan culture in British Columbia and throughout the world.

Dan was always interested in athletics. During his University days he was a member of the U.B.C. soccer team and a member of
the University of Glasgow basketball team. He was a keen golfer and a regular member of a Saturday morning golf group from the
Pacific Biological Station.

Dan was a long time member of the National Shellfisheries Association. He served on the Editonial Board for the Proceedings and
the Journal for many years and was active in the west coast section of the Association. He was made an Honorary Member of the
Association in 1973 and awarded the Wallace Award in 1992.

Dan was a wonderful field and ship-board companion. Those of us who were privileged to travel with him will remember the close
companionship and long philosophical discussions we had on a wide variety of biological and other topics. They were stimulating to
all of us who accompanied Dan on trips and have done much to assist and direct us in our work.

Dan is survived by his wife Ann, his daughter Moura and by a host of friends whose lives have been enriched by their association
with him.

Neil Bourne

Pacific Biological Station
Nanaimo, British Columbia
CANADA V9R5K6
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