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2024 NSA Student Research Awards 
The Association has a number of competitive grants for 
students that provide $1250 in support student research 
projects as well as for the Outstanding Student Paper published 
in the JSR.  

The George R. Abbe Award for student 
research devoted to the areas of crustacean 
biology and fisheries management was awarded 
to Nihal Guennouni, Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science, for her proposal “Quantifying 
the response of blue crabs: How natural and 

fishing mortality affect the transmission and incidence of 
Heratodinium perezi”.  

The Melbourne R. Carriker Award for 
student research in shellfisheries was awarded 
to Madeline Eppley, Northeastern University, 
for her proposal “Revealing 25 years of 
genomic evolution in the eastern oyster using 
preserved histology samples”. 

The Michael Castagna Award for student 
research devoted to applied shellfish studies 
shellfisheries was awarded to Hollis Jones, 
University of California - Davis, for her 
proposal “Air priming as a management tool for 
transitioning hatchery produced oysters to the 

intertidal zone”. 

The R. LeRoy Creswell Award for Outreach 
and Education for students who have shown 
exceptional merit in outreach activities was 
awarded to Hannah Collins, University of 
Connecticut, for her outreach efforts regarding 
her dissertation research, “Exploring methods 
to control plastic pollution: suspension-feeding bivalves as co-
concentrators of microplastics and bacteria”.  

The Sandra E. Shumway Award for 
Outstanding Student Paper published in the 
Journal of Shellfish Research has specific 
selection and evaluation criteria: (1) The lead 
author must have been a student when the work 
was completed, (2) the paper must present the 
student’s work, not that of a co-author, (3) it 

will be evaluated on the quality of science and writing, and the 
importance of the work to the field of shellfish research.  A 
panel of judges evaluated 14 papers, and the award was 
presented to Maritza Garcia-Flores, Instituto Polytecnico 
Nacional in La Paz, Mexico, for her manuscript: 

Garcia-Flores, M., Ceballos-Vazquez, B.P., and Rosales-
Velazquez, M.O. Embryonic development and fecundity of the 
Pacific pygmy octopus, Paroctopus digueti. Journal of 
Shellfish Research, 41(1): 125-134.  

Thank you, again, to all the students for submitting their 
proposals and for the reviewers for evaluating each of these 
proposals and student papers so thoughtfully.  

Application deadline is November 1, 2024.  Start planning 
now!  Details are available at www.shellfish.org. 

Lewis Deaton 
Past-President 

From left to right: Aswani Volety (current President), Lewis Deaton, Vic 
Kennedy, Louis D’Abramo, Dave Bushek, Sandy Shumway, John Kraeuter, 
Karolyn Hansen, Bill Fisher, Evan Ward, and Jay Parsons. 

Past Presidents Were Well-Represented in Charlotte 

What Can Rotary Do For You? 
Rotary International (www.rotary.org) is an organization that 
connects people through a global network of clubs and provides 
funding for social and environmental projects. At the 116th 

Annual Meeting, Dr. Chris Puttock hosted two sessions that 
discussed Rotary International and how to write effective grants 
for Rotary funding.  There are many funding opportunities for 
shellfish-related projects.   
• There are Rotary clubs in every US State and in countries

around the world.  Reach out and become a member.
• 18.4 million dollars (US) in global grant funding has been

allocated to environment-related causes.
• Connect with Rotary members and friends of Rotary who

are experts in a particular field by joining a Rotary Action
Group. Group members share their expertise by
collaborating with clubs and districts on service projects.

• Rotary Fellowships are international groups that share a
common passion. Being part of a fellowship is a fun way to
make friends around the world, explore a hobby or
profession, and enhance your Rotary experience.

BioOne Self-Archiving Policy 
You may share your original submission or 
accepted manuscript at any time after your paper is accepted. 
Your sharing of the original submission or accepted 
manuscript may include posting a downloadable copy on any 
website, saving a copy in any 
repository or network, sharing a 
copy through any social media 
channel, and distributing print or 
electronic copies. 
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Book Review: The Soft-Shell Clam  
Mya arenaria: Biology, Fisheries, and Mariculture 

Kennedy, V.S. and Beal, B.F. (eds.), 
American Fisheries Society Bethesda, 
Maryland 2023, 595 p. 

Many readers may be surprised to find 
that the knowledge of an abundant 
commercially important (at least in 
New England and previously in 
Maryland), widely distributed 
intertidal to shallow subtidal species 
such as Mya arenaria is remarkably 
thin.  This may be due, in part, to the 
difficulty in bringing a deep-burrowing 
species into a laboratory setting. To 
the credit of the chapter authors, many 

offer suggestions for research to fill these gaps.  

Overall, I found the chapters somewhat uneven in their depth of 
coverage.  Some briefly summarized what is known, while others 
provided detail on the methodology and experiments that elucidated 
the conclusions.  As is typical for comprehensive volumes, there are 
also some inconsistencies because of source material, e.g., in one 
chapter only two studies on the numbers of eggs produced are 
noted, while in another chapter the numbers of eggs expected is 
discussed, but these data are not from the primary literature.  The 
lack of some basic information on this species is illustrated in 
various chapters. 

• The current flux in systematics results in morphometric and
molecular techniques that do not provide similar phylogenies.  The
importance of this is further emphasized near the end of the book in
the discussion of the spread of the species from its presumed native
range.

• The present distribution may represent multiple introductions into
Europe, the West Coast of America, and the Eastern Pacific and
Mediterranean.

• The basic anatomy and functional morphology are not as well-
known as for other commercial species.

• Few studies have indicated feeding rates of Mya relative to
temperature.

• While not confined to Mya, many terms used in bivalve life history
stages are ambiguous, and this ambiguity can lead to different
interpretations of important processes in early life history.

• A list and illustrations of organisms that may infect Mya is provided,
but the implications of many of these infections are not delineated.

• Experimentalists may need additional caution to include the source
of the experimental animals if the interaction of the animal with
harmful or toxic algae is to be thoroughly evaluated.

• Given the wide geographic spread of the species, its intertidal to
shallow water habitat, it was surprising that extensive fisheries are
mostly confined to the area of the mid-Atlantic to New England.

• The final chapter listing English names is interesting, and can be
viewed in conjunction with Chapter 1 to elucidate how difficult it
can be to assign a name to a species either locally or scientifically.
Even within this book another “common” name is added, but in
German.

In summary, Beal and Kennedy have done a great service to the 
research and management communities by gathering together 
authors to condense what is known about the softshell, Mya 
arenaria. The volume should be on the shelves along other volumes 
that attempt to condense the scattered literature on various bivalves. 

John Kraeuter 

The Aquaculture Information Exchange: 
Elevating U.S. Aquaculture through 

Collaboration 
Imagine a social networking experience designed just for you, 
a member of the thriving aquaculture community. That is the 
vision behind the Aquaculture Information Exchange (AIE), 
the new online home of the U.S. aquaculture industry. I’m Joe 
Caterine, the Community Manager of the AIE, and I'm thrilled 
to introduce you to a platform that is transforming how 
aquaculture professionals communicate and collaborate. 

Launched last October through a NOAA/USDA grant and 
developed by Virginia Sea Grant, the AIE is rapidly becoming 
the go-to aquaculture hub for over 1,000 aquaculture 
enthusiasts across the nation and beyond.   Our community is 
diverse, vibrant, and flourishing, comprising growers, hatchery 
operators, students, researchers, government personnel, 
nonprofit staff, environmental consultants, educators, and 
more. No matter what you do in the industry, chances are there 
is someone on the AIE who shares your passion, and it is easy 
to connect.  

That is one of the most exciting parts about the AIE - the 
collaborative problem-solving culture. As one example, a 
member recently posted an image of a mystery protist in an 
oyster gill and quickly received assistance identifying it.  

There is no cost, no ads, and no distractions. Scrolling down 
our activity feed, you will find industry announcements, videos 
about recirculating aquaculture systems, colleagues chatting 
about approaches to aquaculture education, and more. As one 
member put it, it’s “like LinkedIn, but without the noise.” 

The AIE is not just a website – it is a community. You can 
send messages, share photos, write posts, and enroll in 
educational programs. Work with sea urchins? There is a group 
for that. Hosting a webinar? List it with us. Looking to take the 
next step in your career? Our job board is full of opportunities. 

Speaking of opportunities, the creation of the AIE opens the 
door for the US aquaculture community to chart its course and 
face common challenges together like never before. 
Conversations that begin at conferences can continue in our 
discussion forums, where issues can be hashed out collectively. 
By joining the AIE, you are not just signing up for another 
social network; you are helping to shape the future of the 
aquaculture industry. 

Sign up for the Aquaculture Information Exchange! Invite your 
colleagues and start making new connections. As aquaculture 
professionals, we play a crucial role in feeding our country, 
and through the AIE we can amplify our impact, one post, one 
message, and one collaboration at a time. Register here – 
https://aquainfoexchange.org 

Joe Caterine 
AIE Community Manager 


