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Hal HaSkin continued from page 9

Having grown up during the Depression, Hal was a great be-
liever in making do with very little. He said that he preferred
spending research funds on people rather than equipment - a
practice that didn’t always lead to efficiency. While this
caused some grumbling among his students and technicians,
Hal never asked anyone to do anything that he wouldn’t - and
didn’t - do himself. Learning how to repair pumps, do salin-
ity and oxygen titrations, and to tar the trays in which the
selectively bred oysters were maintained was par for the
course. Hal was a stoic, too. He was extremely prone to
seasickness, yet his courses as well as his research involved
days aboard boats. When the sea became rough, Hal would

“Doc” Haskin in his etement...

clamp his jaws and look very determined, then turn green,
then disappear to the back of the boat where he could be seen
hanging over the side. He’d return shortly and go right back
to work as if nothing had happened. Despite the almost cer-
tainty that he would become sick. he never turned down an
opportunity to go out on the bay or the ocean, particularly if
the trip were to collect clams or oysters. In fact, Hal loved
sailing and kept a 17 ft Thistle anchored in front of his sum-
mer cottage. Aspecial treat for the students working just down
the beach at the Cape Shore Laboratory was an invitation for
an evening sail as the sun was setting.

Working with Hal was sometimes frustrating, often exhaust-
ing, but always rewarding. He instilled in those around him a
sense that what they were doing was extremely important and
highly valued. Those of us who studied with him have an-
other memory of working with him - it was fun.

Susan Ford

Haskin Shellfish Research Laboratory
August 1, 2002

Pacific Coast Section Report
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Trends, Tips and Funding.

Seven student presentations were made, an increase from 4
in 2000. The NSA-PCS presented their Best Student Paper
Award to Hakan Calik for his paper “Effects of high
pressure processing on Vibrio parahaemolvticus strains in
pure culture and Pacific oysters”, co-written with Michael
Morrissey, Paul Reno and Haecjung An. The PCSGA
presented their Best Student Paper Applied to Aquaculture
Award to Robin Estes for her paper “Characterisation of
pathogenic and non-pathogenic bacteria associated with
bivalve larvae and shellfish hatcheries”, co-written with
Russell Herwig and Ralph Elston.  The runner-up was
Elyse Cronin for her paper “Age determination in geoduck
clams (Panopea abrupta) utilizing pattern in shell annuli™,
co-written with Brent Vadopalas.

Increasing student interest and participation in the NSA
continues to be a major focus for the Pacific Coast Section.
Factors identified as encouragement to student participation
included support funding, faculty pressure to contribute,
and the identification of session themes and chairs in
advance of the call for abstracts. Support funding is
currently available through the Ken Chew Endowment
Fund, which provides conference registration, hotel rooms,
publishing costs for abstracts in the Journal of Shellfish
Research, and banquet tickets for student presenters, and
the annual Best Student Paper Award. The endowment
fund is supported by fund-raising activities, including
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